
Victory in Spanish permits dispute 
 
Spanish transport authorities have backed down in their attempts to enforce 
changes in the country’s exceptional transport regulations that discriminated 
against international hauliers. 
 
The move follows a series of complaints made to the European Commission 
and the Spanish government from ESTA, the International Road Transport 
Union (IRU) and a host of national trade bodies. 
 
One of the most vocal critics of Spain’s action was TLN, the Dutch 
Association for Transport and Logistics and a leading ESTA member. 
 
Ambro Smit, TLN’s policy advisor on technical affairs, said: "We are very 
pleased that Spain has been forced by the Commission to change this absurd 
and discriminatory regulation.   
 
“All our lobby work to end this ridiculous situation has paid off. We now have 
the same exemption conditions as Spanish hauliers. And that’s the way it 
should be. " 
 
The Spanish u-turn effectively means that from this June the rules have 
reverted to what they were before the change. Many in the industry have been 
surprised at how quickly the situation has been resolved. 
 
The dispute first arose in April last year when Spain unexpectedly changed 
the rules governing long-term and special permits in ways that seriously 
disadvantaged non-Spanish companies, raising their costs and causing 
delays and unnecessary bureaucracy. 
 
The Spanish authorities decreed that long-term permits would in future only 
be available for Spanish hauliers, not international firms. 
 
In addition, for international firms only, short-term permits that had previously 
been valid for up to 25 trucks and trailers would in future only be valid for a 
single truck and a maximum of 25 trailers.  
 
The change had the impact of reducing the viability of operating in Spain for 
firms from the rest of Europe and forcing international business working in the 
country to be increasingly reliant on subcontracting the transit of project cargo 
to local transportation firms. 
 
An official complaint was lodged at the end of last year with the European 
Commission, but the Spanish authorities argued that the changes were 
acceptable under European regulations. 
 
However, after a second complaint was taken up by Brussels, the Spanish 
authorities backed down, a move that has been widely welcomed both for the 
decision itself and the speed with which it was taken.  
 



David Collett, ESTA President and Managing Director of the Collett Group, 
said the dispute reflected growing concern at the rise of protectionist 
measures throughout Europe and the bureaucratic burden faced by the heavy 
transport sector.   
 
“The difficulties regarding permit granting in the transport industry remain as 
entrenched as ever. The situation in Spain was an example of the type of 
difficulties being faced.  
 
“Increasingly, in many European countries, we see a lot of “new” or revived 
national regulations and documentation.  
 
“But a plethora of different national rules and regulations makes the industry 
less safe, less competitive and puts up costs for our clients – and ultimately 
the end users, the general public.” 
 
He continued: “At ESTA we will continue to lobby for EU member states to 
adopt the European Best Practice Guidelines for Abnormal Road Transport, 
published by the European Commission’s Transport Directive.” 
 
Crucially, the directive contains SERT, the Special European Registration for 
Trucks and Trailers, intended to reduce the paperwork and bureaucracy faced 
by the industry. 
 
“But the simple truth is that we have struggled to persuade national 
governments to adopt it – although we will keep arguing the case,” Collett 
added.  
 
ESTA’s dual action on wind turbine safety 
ESTA is supporting a twin-track approach in an attempt to reduce accidents 
during the transportation and erection of on-shore wind turbines.  
 
The issue has been raised by ESTA and FEM in the wake of the 
organisations’ successful specialist conference on the subject in Hamburg in 
February.  
 
Following that conference, ESTA and FEM met VDMA Power Systems, part 
of the German Engineering Federation and whose members include the major 
turbine manufacturers. The VDMA is also discussing developing new best 
practice guidelines 
 
In addition, the International Crane Stakeholder Assembly is planning to 
produce a special guidance paper on standards for access roads and hard 
stands during the erection of on-shore wind turbines.  
 
The news comes after discussions at the annual meeting of the ICSA in Las 
Vegas last March, hosted by the Association of Equipment Manufacturers and 
the Specialized Carriers & Rigging Association. 
 



Apart from AEM and SC&RA, other ICSA members include ESTA, the 
European Materials Handling Federation (FEM) and the Crane Industry 
Council of Australia (CICA). 
 
The guidance paper will be developed by a new working group chaired by 
Brandon Hitch, Chief Executive of CICA. It will draw on the well-received work 
in this area completed by BSK, the German heavy transport and crane 
association and one of ESTA’s leading members.  
 
The need to raise safety standards during the transportation and erection of 
on-shore wind turbine is becoming a major issue with some experts saying 
there are as many as two accidents a month, often caused by inadequate 
preparation and equipment, or poor ground conditions.  
 
Soren Jansen, ESTA’s Director, attended both the ICSA meeting in Las 
Vegas and the conference in Hamburg.  
 
“It seems as if in each country there is a different way of construction access 
roads and hard stands. Everyone is complaining about them, that they are too 
narrow, not strong enough and so on. 
 
“We want to create an internationally accepted set of guidelines that we as 
transport and crane companies will need, to make sure that we can drive, 
deliver and erect wind turbines safely.” 
 
The ICSA work has already started with the next face-to-face meeting 
planned to take place during the World Crane and Transport Summit in 
Amsterdam in November.  
 
The presentations from the ESTA/FEM conference in Hamburg are on the 
ESTA website at www.estaeurope.eu. Click on the “Summit” button to find out 
them.  
 
Safe use of mobile cranes on floating barges 
The ICSA is working on new guidance on the use of mobile cranes on floating 
barges following the Alphen aan den Rijn accident in Holland, in which two 
cranes and part of a prefabricated bridge fell on several buildings in August 
2015. 
 
Chaired by the SC&RA, Mammoet and Sarens have agreed to share their 
internal guidelines and the work will also draw on guidelines operated by the 
US Corps of Engineers, which has responsibility for many of the waterways in 
the USA, and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, an agency 
of the United States Department of Labor. 
 
ESTA Director Søren Jansen said: “There is a lot of experience in various 
companies and organisations, but to date had not been brought together for 
the benefit of the industry as a whole. 
 



“The idea is to pull all this expertise together to produce a document that can 
have a major impact on improving safety standards.” 
 
 


